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Summer is upon us

Predicting the weather in Austin seems sort of like guessing
whether my Trudy’s margarita will have salt or not — sometimes
yes, sometimes no, but pretty good regardless. After that last cold
spell in April, though, my bet is that summer is here with all that it
brings — heat, swimming pools, kids-who-don't-realize-how-cool-
summer-break-really-is, and the NUNA 4th of July celebration.

Thanks in advance to Carole LeClair, as she's agreed to orga-
nize this year’s festivities again. Look for mails from her, give her
all the help we can, and look forward to a great day in Hemphill
Park on July 4!

Change is in the air! This is a great neighborhood, we've got
great people, and every so often it makes sense to look at “what
could we be doing better”... We have some things we are trying
that I want to tell you about. I'm also highlighting 3 ways you
can help NUNA, and I would love feedback on any/all of these
things.

Newsletters
Businesses. We are poing to start making the NUNA
newsletter available at neighborhood businesses, so look
for us at Wheatsville and beyond! (Thank you, Juliel)
On-time delivery. We've heard that some of you are
getting your newsletters after our membership meetings,
We're working to get newsletters delivered before meet-
ings, so look for more info shortly — and I hope you are
reading this before our June meeting, (Thank you, Trish)

Take a look through the newsletter —
there are some changes straight from the creative force of
Clayton! (Thank you, Clayton})

Meetings:
Signs. Our NUNA signs are in, and by the time you read
this they should be sprouting around the neighborhood
as a reminder of meetings. Look for these signs to show

New columns.
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up in the week before each General Membership Meet-
ing (GMM), and then to disappear until the next meeting
comes around. (Thank you, Eileen)

Programs. We're brainstorming on ideas for programs
that will be interesting and useful to our neighbors {Thank
you, Mary Ingle!) and want your input. Interesting in com-
posting? Gray water systems? Noise management? Email
nuna-austin(@gmail.com and let us know what you want to
hear about!

Three ways you can help, June 2013
5minutes. Join the NUNA mailing list. Nuna-Residents(@
YahooGroups.com is our fastest way of communicating
out to the neighborhood. We currently have 232 members,
so 1 know there are neighbors we are missing! See the ad
on page 4 if you want more information on joining,
1-2 hours/month. Care about our patks? Our parks are
a central part of the character of NUNA, and I'm looking
for someone who has passion, and 1-2 hours per month,
who wants to help make a difference in the future of our
parks!
30 minutes. Carc about stealth dorms? 1 know there are
neighbors in NUNA who care about the issue of Stealth
Dorms, and their impact on older, central Austin neighbor-
hoods. Take a look at http://StopStealthDorms.com, and
make your thoughts known to our city leaders.

As Lee Elementary lets out for the summer, you will see more
of me and my family roaming NUNA — and I look forward to
tunning into neighbots out and about. Thanks again for reading
this far, and for your help with making NUNA the place we all

want to live!

-Michael Riley

NUNA |1



NEXT NUNA GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
First English Lutheran Church
Monday, June 3,2013
6:30 p.m.

AGENDA

I. Call to Order
Approve Minutes

II. Guests: Tom Hatch, from Austin Parks
will present final plans for Sparky Park.
We need to discuss these and vote on them

IIT. Reports
CANPAC - Mary Ingle
Treasurer - Jan Moyle
Quadrant Leaders’ Reports -
Dick Holland, Mary Ingle, Rick Iverson
and Laurie Marchant
IV.  Items for Action:
Vote on Sparky Park plans

V.  Old Business:
Feedback on NUNA neighborhood signs
Discussion on July 4th celebration
Discussion on what neighbors want at
NUNA meetings

VI. New Business:

VII. Adjourn

Editor’s Note

Big thanks to Beth Goulart Monson for her new column, The
Dish. We are honotred to have an experienced food writer giving
us the skinny, or perhaps in this case, the fat, on what's happening
in our neighborhood food scene. To learn more about Beth and
her foodie talents see: wwwbethgoulart.com
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I am grateful to Dick Holland for his NUNA trivia question
(see page 15), a new regular addition to the newsletter, and Doug
Plummer for sending in a photo of the month (see page 3). Not
only do we have what is likely Texas’s highest urban density in our
neighborhood, we may also have the highest talent and smarts
density, too. Thanks, contributors.

In addidon to updates and announcements from Doug Plum-
mer (Sparky Parkl), Carole LeClaire (Fourth of Julyl), and Bill
Bednar (Parksl) in this issue, we have a new writer, the tech-savvy
Scott Sloan informing us on why all the excitement about Google
Fiber and what cool things it could mean for us. And thanks for
taking out the trash, honey (we're married).

Lastly, I'm excited to announce a new column, title borrowed
from that Sesame Street song we all know--“The People in Your
Neighborhood,” in which we will interview someone in our ‘hood
who we would like to know more about. This month we talk to
Maria Orozova, the founder of The Mod Smdio, the marketing
firm that kindly designed our NUNA logo and lays out our news-
letter for us. We love that logo and the wheat grasses blowing in
the breeze. Thanks! Read on, cause....

Ok, who are the peaple in your neighborbood, In your neighborbood,
in your seighborbood Say who are the peaple in your neighborhood -- The
[peaple that you meet each day?

Thanks for reading,

Clayton

Unapproved
Meeting Minutes
April 1, 2013, 6:30 pm

First Item--Development review committee met:

Chris and Alexis Bauserman trying to build a garage. In order
to access the garage from the alley, the City wants them to pave it
but the neighborhood association does not want the alley.

Meotion to support to not pave the alley and that the Bauser-
man’s are allowed to access to their garage by Steve Tomlinson.

NUNA does NOT want that alley paved. Possible drainage
problems. Increased impervious cover.

Bill Bednar seconds the motion.  All ay. Motion to the city of
behalf of NUNA.

Guest from Austin Energy Rebates:

Rebates available totaling $3200--the most ever offered com-
bined with low interest loans,

Insulation, ducts, weather stripping, etc. www.austinenergy.
com links for solar rebate program

Can be combined.

3.99% or lower interest to help with improvements.

Extended to April 14th.

Once this ends--they will be offering more §§ for Solar.

Change of net metering 1o 12.8 cents per kilowatt hour.

Rebate on a Skw system is 12,500 and then there is a tax credit,
plus the continuous credits.

Report from CANPAC -Central Austin Neighborhood Plan-
ning Commission

Perry Mansion wants to put in townhouses for rental and a
boutique hotel of 50 units and they want an urban farm and Chez
Panisse style restaurant.

Clark Lida is the current owner.  Online at perrymansion.
com David Hartmann.

Hancock neighborhood voted against 90 to 20.

Bill Bednar made a motion that we agree to the donated funds
agreement by Austin Parks Foundations for new contract fees for
Adams Hemphill and Sparky Parks. NUNA agrees for Michael
Riley to sign the agreements. Seconded by Jan Moyle. Approved.

Bill B. made a motion to spend up to $250.00 plus a quarter
page in the newsletter for neighborhood associations signs. Mary
seconded. Unanimously passed.

Mary Ingle moved that we approve the minutes from last
meeting, Clayton seconded. Approved.

Pam made 4 motion to approve the slate of NUNA officers.

(remain the same) Bill Bednar seconded. Approved.

Photo of the Month
TR Y. »

By Doug Plummer

Vivid Signs of Spring—A Foppy from Doug’s Frone Yard

2012-2013 NUNA OFFICERS
President Michael Riley - Nuna Austin@gmail. com
Vice President  Steven Tomlinson - steven(@abporter.org
Secretary Eileen Gill - eileenpgill @gmail.com
Treasurer Jan Moyle - moylejanf@gmail.com
NW Quadrant Representative

Rick Iverson - IverS06{@sbeglobal.net
SW Quadrant Representative

Laurie Marchant - Laurie(@alexandermarchant. com
NE Quadrant Representative

Mary Ingle - casamia22(@att.net
SE Quadrant Representative

Dick Holland - th02{@txstate.edu
Austin Neighborhoods Council Representative - vacant

CANPAC Representatives

Mary Ingle, Bill Bednar
{Laurence Miller as alternate)

Development Review Committee (DRC)
Steven Tomlinson - steven{@labporter.otg

Parks Committee
Bill Bednar, Julie Willis

Internet Server Host
Pallasart Web Design

Parking Permits
Eugene Sepulveda - Eugene(@abporter.org

Newsletter Design
The Mod Studio - wwwithemodstudio.com

Newsletter Distribution Owerall Distobution: Trish Tang, Route
Distributors: Debi Rivier-Harris, Don Carnes and Pat Campbell, Riclk
Tverson and Joe Sosa, Daphay Ainsley, Paul Kens, Carole LeClair, Vicki
Ford, Alegria Hibbits, Homer Parsegian, Michael Riley, Clayton Maswell
{with Jim and Jan Moyle as permanent subs)

Newsletter Ads
Julie Willis - Julie_willis@outlook.com

Mewsletter Editorial
Clayton Maxwell - nunanews(@gmail com
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Mary made the motion to give Douglas Plummer the face of
NUNA to speak to COA re: Parking Benefit District. Approved.

Bill moves to Motdon to approve funds $500.00 for NUNA
July 4 Celebration.

Seconded by Clayton. Approved.

Voted on Motion by Mary and seconded by Bill for Laurence
Miller to be CANPAC alternative for NUNA. Approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Eileen Gill, NUNA Secretary

Design Efforts for Sparky
Building Continue
By Dong Plamsmer

NUNA Neighbors met in two lively design sessions to look
at some preliminary design ideas for the “repurposing” of the
Sparky Park Substation building. On April 27 and May 11, Kim
MecKnight, a Project Coordinator for The Austin Parks and Rec-
reation Department and Tom Hatch, the lead archirect of hatch +
ulland owen Architects welcomed neighbors to the meeting, Kim
presented an overview of concepts discussed in eatlier design
meetings and Tom Hatch showed eatly sketches/ideas for how
the building might be renovated. Some of the items presented in-
cluded a stunning glass curtain wall on the back half of the build-
ing, a shade awning on the back of the building that incorporates
some of the metal elements from the old electrical towers, and the
new locations of some basic features such as the bathroom and
storage areas. Neighbors also discussed the merits of leaving in
versus taking out the (non-structural) iron girders in the building,

Participants were excited by the ideas and expressed a lot of
enthusiasm that with these improvements in place, the building
would become a highly used structure by neighbors. Some neigh-
bots inquired about how the building would be reserved/rented,
and who could do so. PARD agreed to look into some of the res-
ervation methods that are currently being used and to offer some
options for neighbors to consider.

The final meeting to review the design ideas will be at the
NUNA General Membership meeting on June 3 at 6:30 PM at
the first English Lutheran Church, 30th Street and Whitis. If you
would like to see what all the excitement is about, please come
take a look at the drawings on June 3.

Neighborhood Notes

Companion Café
Have you heard about Companion Café, the neighborhood din-
ner at First English every Wednesday from 6 to 7:30? Members of
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Join the Discussion!

Listserves are a great way o become more conneceed with

your community. The North University Yahoo Group is
Syasool

a hands-on, public communications
resource, helping neighbors inform,
communicate, and build a sronger
community. The list is inclusive,
open o anyone who lives in the North Universiy

Groups
(Jain Now!

Neighborhood and to people who have a material intercst |

here, such as opemtors of a business, non-profit, or civie
process. One can subscribe by sending E-muail 1o:
nuna-residents-subscribie @y ahooagroups.cam
or by visiting the Yahoo! Groups site a:
groups.yahoo, com/group/nuna-residents
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liskhiexd I:r:r the Central Austn CIHD in

@herimeaty is 2 crime warch Twimer feed
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Iearmn miore, visit twitlorcomierimeaty and meeer with
the hashragz #NORTHUNIVERSITY.

the church prepare a pood meal for just $4 and the dinner is open
not just to parishioners, but to the entire neighborhood. Just to
whet your appetite--Chicken Marsala and Pasta with Gatlic Butter
were on the menu last week. Yum. In the First English Lutheran
Fellowship Hall at 3001 Whitis.

Know Your Watering Rules

Please review the Stage 2 lawn watering rules on the City of Aus-
tin website below—fines are hefty, so be informed: http://aus-
tintexas.gov/ department/ stage-2-watering-restrictions

Distributing Thanks

Big thanks for Trish Tang for taking over the newsletter distri-
bution duties. It's no light job hauling big boxes of newsletters
around and we appreciate your time and energy.

Lee Elementary Video
If you haven't had a chance yet, check out this video made by a
Lee Elementary Student about the stealth dorms slated to be built
across from Lee Elementary playground:

http:/ /stopstealthdorms.com/2013/05 /06 /safety-con-
cerns-from-lee-elementary-community/

New Column:
The People in Our Neighborhood

Spotlight on Maria Orozova and The Mod Studio

NUNA resident Maria Orozova founded her boutique mar-
keting firm, The MOD Studio, five and a half years ago when she
was twenty five-years-old. Since then, the firm—which happens
to be the talent behind the NUNA logo and newsletter design
and layout— has won 23 American Graphic Design awards, and
last year Maria was named one of the magazine Graphie Desipn
USAs “People to Watch in 2012.” So, we caught up with this de-
sign and marketing maven at the round table in her Mad Men-
esque office, where she told us about her business, why she loves
NUNA, and how, if you are trying to stoke your social media
presence, you shouldn’t Tweet unless you do it right.

Clayton Maxwell: How long have you lived in NUNA?
Maria Orozova: | moved in Fourth of July weekend in 06, so
about seven years. [ can remember that weekend so clearly be-
cause everyone was celebrating with fireworks and here we come,
moving trucks and all. But [ love it. I love NUNA.

CM: What do you like most about it?

AUSTIN & o
CANINE Trnng
CENTRAL Food  reals

Now at our exciting, new location

5402 Middle Fiskville Road
Off Airport Blvd_, behind Lammes Candies

512.458.8800 austincaninecentral.com

JOIN NUNA NOW

Fill in your information below and mail it to Jan Moyle,
200 W 32nd St, Austin, Texas, 78705. Dues are a
bargain at $15 per person, $25 per couple and $10 per
student. Make your check payable to NUNA

MName:

Address:

Telephone Number:

E-mail Address:

| live here, | work here.
Your Neighborhood Specialist

When it's ima 1o chibdse a Reallor choosa ¢
ue neighbomaod expert. | prdvide exemplany
customaer senvica along with innovalive,
poeriess morketing strategios, and aocurdte,
n-depih kndowledge of our neighbomood and
its unique homes.

Whether you are buying, seling. of inveshing.
contact me today for o complimentary
SOMAUNGN oM.

Py e OIS i GG E O

TaRANY YOUNG

Beoner AssCiale, GRI

Hyde Pork Neighises EJ =]
512.695.4940 K

W Iammyyoung.
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MO: 1 love being able o walk places. We walk to Texas French
Bread all of the time. Chango's and Torchy's are also close enough
to walk, [t's especially fun when the weather is nice. Just walk your
dog, go get some brunch. It's really a great location all arcund
plus I'm so close to my office. It takes me ten minutes to get
anywhere,

CM: Maria, you have a slight accent that I can't place.
MO: I am from Bulgaria originally.

CM: Ahh, ok. 50, The MOD Studio just celebrated its 5th
anniversary,

MO: We did. It's crazyl I started my business out of our spare
bedrooim over there in NUNA and in a livtle bit of time, we've
grown a lot. We do a lot of markedng campaigns, When I first
started we would do one-off projects. You know;, a website here, a
logo there, And now we get hired to do complete marketing owver-
hauls, so that's really exdting. And being able to work with some
larger clients is always excdng,

CM: Yes, I saw you have some impressive cients—the University,
City of Anstn, Ballet Anstin, The Four Seasons Besidences. ..

Fer all your Real Estate Meeds call

Lin Team, _
O Austin REALTOR®

Who helped people save these old howses,
One howse af a time...

5124721830 linghthekinneycompany.com

KINNEY COMPANY
R AL E® Y AT K

THEK I MG Y COME AT €0

NEXT NUNA GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
First Englech Lutberan Church

Monday, June 3, 2013
6:30 p.m.

MO: Yes, we work with the Cultural Arts division of the City of
Austin, I bet everybody probably says this, but we LOVE every-
one we work with, T think we tend to attract positive people and
we do a really good job for them. A lot of how the business has
grown is through referrals, so having that many folks our there
spreading the word has been a pood thing for us.

CM: On your website there are so many services listed that
you offer, what you call ®capabilities:" marketing, design,
digital ... What would you say is your specialty?

MO We kind of do it all. Each person here has a specific exper-
tise. If we need a complete design overhaul we work with Cal-
lie, our marketing strategist, and do all the research on who the
target market is, etc... and then Bianca will step in and develop
the design... Ordando handles our development, so even thowph
it seems like it is a lot, we really do ic all. We can wake the whole
project and give one cohesive campaipn back,

CM: What have been some of your favorite projects#

MO: We work with Four Seasons Residences downtown and they
have heen so grear to work with. We have a big [T client our of
Dallas and we do a lot of their email programs. Ie's been interest-
ing to be on the curting edge of what's coming out, whar newest
tablet is, what sofiware upgrades are out there, so that project has
really been exciting,

CM: You yoursell must be pretty tech-savvy in order to man-
age your clients’ web presence and all the latest trends in the
social media side of marketing.

MO: Well, if you want to be competitive and provide your cli-
ents with the best and latest knowledge you have to keep up with
what’s happening, Social media marketing is evolving so quickly
that you have to always be educating yourself so that you can then
turn that around and help your clients take advantage of it.

CM: Soif I am starting a small business and 1 come to you,
how would you help me?
MO¥: Firse, I would help with brand identty, So, naming and im-

TRl UL S
i':r-|.‘!|[: SiZ-4

56y DAV: 33
WK, WHEATSVALLE CO0p

Spreading, the

DELICIOUS
ORIENTAL
FLAVOR

WESERVE r = = — = = =1

BUBBLETEA, HREE !

457-1013 pUBBLE TEA!
Mon Fri 11 8:dSpm =5 e bem dameiin |
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1914-A Guadalupe » veggieheavenaustin.com
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608 East 41st Street

Charming 1930s home on corner
lot overlooking Hancock Golf
Course. Approximately 2,300 SF
with 4BR, 3BA, 2LIV. Screened
porch, fenced yard, carport.

List Price $525,000

Your North University &
Aldridge Place Specialist

LEADING
REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES
& THE WORLD

www.ameliabullock.com

Suzanne Pringle

REALTOR, Broker
Cell (512) 217-1047

pringle@ameliabullock.com

agery and getting that established. And then getting you a web
presence, depending on what the media is...and then yes we can
do the business cards and any kind of collateral-- leave-behinds,
brochures, etc.

CM: You launched this business when you were only twen-
ty-five. How did you know this is what you wanted to do?

MO: T always knew that I wanted to do this, have my own agency.
I am kind of a work-a-holic. And I have an attention to detail
that makes me want everything to be perfect. At a certain point I
thought, well, if this is who I am anyway, I might as well do it for
myself. I wanted to create a good work environment. It’s tough

work to have your own business, but it has been so rewarding,

CM: Amazing that you had the drive to start this business
and work so hard at such a young age. Did you grow up in
Bulgaria?

MO: 1 did but I moved to the US with my family when [ was 12

CM: I wonder if people work harder in Bulgaria.

MO: Perhaps. I mean, I just know I've seen my parents always
wotk hard. I grew up that way and I'm not a big relaxer anyway.
I don't really know how to not be that way. Also, I fecl like my

B INUNA

parents moved the family here to give me a better life, so I should
take advantage of that. 1 know this is cheesy, but I kind of live
everyday without any regrets...just being authentic, being who I

want to be,

CM: And you also just founded a new blog, Fab is the New
Black, didn’t you?

MO: Yes. I love it, but it’s so much more work than I expected.
Honestly, 1 don’t know what 1 was thinking, But we do have a
good team of contributing writers, so I feel like we get some rel-
evant content out there...its fun. I'm kind of a gty gitl; T love
fashion and pretty stuff.

CM: Well, you have a great sense of style; so it’s good you
have a way to express it.

My last question, do I really have to have a Twitter account
to be taken seriously in the land of social media?

MO: Nao, if you are not going to be updating it. It’s better not to
have it than to have something irregular and outdated. Before you
do it, be clear about what your goals are and realistic about what
your pattern should be-- then your followers will know what to
expect. A lot of people hire us and we tweet and Facebook on
their behalf. We use scheduling tools—you can do things in real
time, but also preschedule, So we can do that for people. It bet-

_____________________
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CAR WASH
& LUBE CENTER

$10 off

DIL CHANGE
Includes FREE full service car wash

ARBORCARWASH.COM
2120 GUADALUPE ST.
(512) 451-2696

10401 JOLLYVILLE RD.
(512) 346-8050

ter, though, for your potential customers, your target market, to
think—"0Oh, she doesn’t twitter”, than for them to think, “Oh she
hasn't updated in a really long ime.” Are you not a fan of Twitter?

CM: No- maybe The MOD Studio can do it for me.

The Dish
By Beth Gowdaré Monson

We haven’t had a kitchen for 8 weeks. It's a good thing: When
our massive remodel is done, we'll have a dishwasher! We'll have
an oven that functions as people expect ovens to function in the
developed world, and a stove up to the task of cooking an authen-
tic steak frites.

Even with two little kids, living without a kitchen hasn’t been
horrible. It's given my family an exeuse to explore more deeply the
thriving foodscape around NUNA.

Take the tacos. We knew about the friendly freshness of
Changos, but we hadn’t made the trip down the hill to Taco Joint
before construction started. The buzzwords here are cheap and
authentic, with pleasantly greasy breakfast tacos starting ar §1.50
apiece. For lunch, my husband Kis loves the sirloin-and-caramel-
ized onion Street taco ($3.50), while I prefer the fried fish taco
with fresh cabbage slaw, cilantro, and cojita (§3.50). And no, de-

spite the name, you don’t nced a bonafide case of the munchies

Most cars. Synthetic or bottles oil and specialty filiers extra.
With coupon. Mot valid with any other offer.

Most cars. Synthetic or bottles oil and specialty filiers extra.
With coupon. Mot valid with any other offer.

_____________________________________________________
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With coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

to partake,

In the last newsletter, I raved about YaYa Café. That was before
I'd had their pho. For the uninitiated: Get initiated. Pronounced
like “foot™ without the “t” it’s a traditonal Viemamese soup full
of noodles and vegetables and the meat (or tofu) of your choice.
You can even get meatballs or a sliced eggroll swimming around
in the bowl. We may not have another cold, rainy day for months,
but when we do, you'll find me steaming my face over a bowl of
pho at Ya¥a Café.

While speaking of soup, I would be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion the daily soup specials at Texas French Bread. $10.95 gets
you a cup of soup, a half sandwich, tortilla chips and salsa. One
recent Thursday my toddler and I shared the carrot & ginger soup
and pimiento cheese sandwich. I recommend both. (I also rec-
ommend a lot of napkins if your toddler is determined to feed
himself bright orange soup.) Finally, on the soup front, have you
caught the ramen buzz? Its the latest trend and no, to answer
my mother’s first question, it’s not quite the same as the stuff
that comes five-for-a-dollar in cellophane packets. You can pay
far more for way more complexly flavored ramen at East Side
King, behind Hole in the Wall on the Drag. But my favorite bites
at this trendy joint are the veggie meshi ($7; essentially roasted-
until-they-caramelize Brussels sprouts over seasoned rice) and the
beet home fries ($7). Yes. Beet home fries. They're really good.
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We like to play a game we call “Guess the Department” while we
wait for our food at picnic tables on the deck, here. Curiously well
dressed for grad students? Likely architects. Complaining about
their advisor’s demands on their dme? Well, that doesn’t much
narrow it down, now does it?

This is the first installment of a new NUNA Newsletter series
about everything food in the neighborhood. If you have a tip, a
funny stoty, or a beef, email me at nunadish(@gmail.com,

Bon appetit, yall.

Seatching for Answers on Google Fiber
By Scott Sloan

Yesterday, as I drove back into Austin on I-35 after a family tip to
San Antonio, I saw a billboard advertising Google Fiber with its rain-
bow bunny logo. The buzz about Google Fiber, which last month
Google offidally announced is coming to Austin in 2014, is growing,
What does it mean for you and our neighborhood?

First of all, what is Google Fiber? It is really a modern in-
frastructure project to provide selected cities, including parts of
Austin, a new ultra high speed internet network. A better network
means sighificantly faster, cheaper internet access. If you are into
bits and bytes, Google Fiber connection speeds are one gigabit
(1,024 megabits) per second for both download and upload. This
is roughly 100 times faster access than what most Americans have
(In comparison, the AT&T U-verse Max Plus that I currently
have advertizes an 18 Mbs download. AT&T does not market
upload speeds because they are less than 3 Mbs). From a con-
sumer perspective, this means web sites load instantly; one can
upload photos in seconds and no buffering or waiting no matter
what the game, video or movie. You will be able to view, publish,
stream and dream faster.

From a city of Austin perspective, Google Fiber should
drive innovation, spawn new businesses and enable new services
(health care, educaton, gaming, who knows what really). This
should lead to job creation and add to Austins distinetively cre-
ative vibrancy. As a professional in the technology industry, this
will mean mote employment choices.

Google plans to start connecting homes in Austin by mid-
2014. Few details for the Austin service are available now, but
they are expected to be similar to those of Kansas City (MO and
K3), the first US Google Fiber city. In Kansas City, the basic price
for 1 gigabit Internet access is $70 a month. Internet plus cable
TV costs $120 a month. The company also offers a slower basic
broadband packagt: that is free for seven years once a $300 net-

work construction cost is paid. This should lead to more access
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for less privileged families— thereby helping with the digital divide
issue and further democratizing the internet. Options for small
business and select institutions like schools, hospitals, and librar-
ies will be introduced as well. Google will work with the City of
Austin to determine a list of public institutions that will receive
free Gigabit connections. Even if you don't subscribe to Google
Fiber or aren’t in one of the first fiberhoods (what Google is call-
ing their service areas), Google’s presence will force Time Warner,
ATE&T, and Grande to deliver a better serviee at a more competi-
tive price in Austin.

The priorities for building out Google Fiber will be deter-
mined by residents’ response, but specifics on how this process
will work have yet to be shared. To stay plugged into the process
and ensure N.UN.A is a priority fibethood, please visit hetps://
fiber.google.com/cities/austin/ and enter your email address to
express your interest. Google Fiber should be a great solution for
internet traffic in Austin {and make working at home even easier).
Maybe Google’s driverless cars will help alleviate Austin’s notori-
ous vehicular traffic issues! Stay tuned for further news on our
drive for Google Fiber as more information becomes available
and the Google team begins their community outreach.

For more general information on Google Fiber, please see

https:/ /fibet.google.com/about/
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Update on Dorm Duplex Development
Across from Lee Elementary

Our last newsletter included an article about how the Han-
cock and Lee Elementary communities have organized to op-
pose the dorm duplex project (currently 3 large duplexes are be-
ing considered in the City of Austins Permitting Department),
a property owned by Kevin Cutsinger and Ross Cole at 718
Harris Avenue across the street from Lee Elementary School
Please see http://stopstealthdorms.com for more information
on how these developments are impacting Austin’s urban family
neighborhoods, to sign a petition, to encourage the City to act, or
to share your story.

Following is an update on the development from HNA mem-
ber Mary Sanger:

Kevin Cutsinger and Ross Cole filed for building permits on 3
small lots under SF-3 zoning for 18 bedrooms, coupled with 18
patking spaces accessed from the public alley. Until Mike Hebert
filed an appeal with the Board of Adjustment, the City Planning
and Development Review Department (PDRD) was about to let
them get away with building what is effectively a small apartment
project across the street from Lee Elementary School and on the

small gresk salad with the purchase of an entree.
bring in this coupon

@ Free Delivery!

l ;anebook.conﬁmlrtoeplzzapub

@miltosaustin

banks of Waller Creck.

Eighteen-plus motor vehieles enteting and exiting the alley will
be a safety threat to the children of Lee Elementary as they go to
and from school. Cutsinger wants to build in the 100-year flood
plain, and Watershed Protection has ruled that he does not need
to file a site plan for that reason.

It has been alleged that Cutsinger violated numerous city ordi-
nances when he demolished the old ChildCraft Day Care build-
ing, and Code Enforcement said they do not have jurisdiction
over these types of violations,

Wecks ago, the Lee PTA and four neighborhood presidents
wrote to Howard Lazarus (Public Works) and Lee Austin (Trans-
portation) and asked for a safety study. Neither Mr. Lazarus nor
Mr. Austn replied in writing. They only sent two staffers to a
meeting at the school; what they had to say was not helpful, and
there has been no follow-up.

The Heberts have taken legal action on 2 fronts: they sued the
city to enjoin it from overburdening their alley, asking for an in-
junction to prevent more than two vehicles per lot having access
to the public alley. Mr. Hebert also filed an appeal to the Board of
Adjustment for an interpretation of the zoning code to the effect
that Cutsinger is entitled to build only one building per site and
that legally and practically he is building an apartment project on
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a single site. SF-3 zoning limits the building to 6 bedrooms. As a
result of the appeal to the BOA, PDRD has put on hold the is-
sued building permit for 718 Harris, presumably until May 13th
when the BOA appeal is set for hearing,

So far, the City Attorney’s office has vigorously opposed the

Heberts’ suit for an injuncton,
Park Cleanup Report

Bill Bednar, Julie Willis, and Laurence Miller say many thanks to
the neighbors who turned out for the cleanup of Adams-Hemp-
hill Park on Saturday April 20. We had about 35-40 people, includ-
ing a sizeable number of kiddos,
who showed up at 9:00 AM
sharp to be assigned into work-
ing parties. One group went
down to the bridge at Wheeler
Street to trim back that mes-
quite blocking the path. Others
grabbed bags and pickers and
swept the entire park on both

sides of the street for trash. We

got several bags full out of the area just across East Drive from
Trudy’s. And of course we had lots of magnificent swampers who
rolled up their sleeves and rooted out what seemed like a ton of
brush and undergrowth from the creek bed. Hooray for manager
Wes Vertz at Trudy’s Restaurant, who supplied breakfast tacos,
orange juice, and coffee. Special thanks also to the intrepid Ivey
Kaiser at Keep Austin Beautiful, who outfitted us with trash bags,
trash pickers, work gloves, and tools. We got finished about noon,
and the project was a great success. Thanks again to all those who
participated. Just go look at the park!!

NUNA Volunteer Needed

NUNA is looking for a willing volunteer to serve as the
neighborhood’s ANC (Austin Neighborhood Council) represen-
tative for 2013, The Austin Neighborhood Council is currently
composed of 88 neighborhoods within the City of Austin. ANC
provides a great opportunity to meet new people, learn about
new ordinances and issues that might impact your neighbor-
hood, and improve your knowledge of the City of Austin
processes and departments. This job entails attendance at the

Build a Bright Future
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Excellent Teachers and Small Classes

Pre-K Through 12th Grade College Prep
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Kirby Hall School

306 West 29th Street
Austin, TX 78705
512-474-1770
KirbyIH allSchool.org
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Time to get your Stars and Stripes On!
11th Annual NUNA 4th of July Parade
and Splash Party!

10 AM at 32nd and Hemphill Park

Come help NUNA celebrate our nation’s birthday in proper style. Decorate
vous favorite mode of transportation (feet, stroller, scooter, hike, pet or ve-
hicle) to join in the fun.

Meet at the cornes of 32nd and Hemphill Pack at 10am sharp on Thurs-
day, July 4th. Ous very own Arefighters from Station #3 will be there to lead
the parade. After showing all those other neighborhoods what patriotic looks
like, come and hang out arcund the park bench for some refreshments and a
splash or two on the mflatable water shide!

Ir's hard to believe but this will be the 11th year for our parade.

If you would ke to help ont, please feel free to bong some refreshing
watermelon, drnks or breakfast stems for vs all to snack on. If you would
Like to contobute to the cost of renting the water shide, any donations would
be appreciated. Look for the donation jar or NUNA officer at the after party.
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monthly ANC general membership meetings, which fall on the
4th Wednesday of every month, and monthly ANC central sec-
tor breakfast meetings which convene the first Tuesday of most
months. The monthly meetings have great informative programs
about any number of topics. Depending on one’s dispositon,
this volunteer position is actually enjoyable and fu-n! If you are
interested in this position, please contact NUNA President, Mi-
chael Riley at NunaAustin@gmail.com, or Mary Ingle, CANPAC
representative at 320-8449,

“Structures of Kindness”

The other day I was venting to a very wise friend about the
greed and self-interest of some people 1 know, let’s call them
“The Evil Ones.” T ranted to my friend, who just happens to be
a brilliant psychologist and Zen priest, how The Evil Ones had it
all wrong and were doing terrible greedy things, and as [ spoke I
noticed that my friend, let’s call him Flint, was watching me with
a slightly pained look in his eyes, which made me conscious that I
must be making some very indignant, angry faces. I paused. This
is not attractive-- and bad for the wrinkles not to mention the
NErvous system,

And because he often has just the right book at hand, Flint
then read me a few lines from an essay called The Structures of
Kindness by the late Itish thinket, John O'Donchue. Here is an
CXCCIpt,

“There is a kindness that dwells deep down in things; it pre-
sides everywhere, often in the places we least expect. The world
can be harsh and negative; but if we remain generous and patient,
kindness inevitably reveals itself.. Despite all the darkness, hu-
man hope is based on the instinct that at the deepest level of
reality some intimate kindness holds sway.”

“Oh, that’s great” I said, still feeling fired up and a tad righ-
teous. “I am going to mail that to The Evil Ones™

“Actually,” he said, wink in eye, “I was thinking you might want
to read it every morning vourself”

Ah, yes. That was it-- he was right, I was the one who needed
a litde reminder about kindness. Blame and indignation weren't
getting me anywhere,

But I needed to ruminate a bit over O'Donohue’s words. Do
I believe that? That there is some form of kindness holding sway
despite all of the harsh and negativer Hey, back off you habitual
inner skeptic! Ssshhhh...Give me a little room to think this over.
And so 1 read the essay repeatedly over a few weeks and consid-
ered if it felt true to me. And I decided that these words were
maore than rosy wishful thinking, Yes, there is bad stuff that needs
to be fought against or stood up to and get angry about--all of

that. AND there is a lot of kindness at the same time. You get
angry bombers in Boston AND you get amazingly fearless people
running in to help in that critical moment when things are boiled
down to sheer instinct, Fotr many, the natural instinct is kindness,

I also considered how, in less dramatic terms, in my own neigh-
borhood, my day-to -day reality is one of unbidden kindness. 1
see it holding sway all of the time in these seemingly small but
very thoughtful, and important ways. Like Mary Gay knocking
on my door to tell me that the parking police were about to ticket
me because I hadn't put the new residental parking sdcker on
my car yet. Neighborly Solidarity. Or how she came over to let us
know that our three-year-old was sitting by himself on top of the
station wagon in the driveway. She doesn’t have to go out of her
way, but she does—again and again. Or smiling Rimil, the sweet
3rd grade girl across the street who is moving back to New Delhi
this summer and who often leaves treats for my kids on the door-
step or takes care of neighbor Jane’s pugs. And Laurie Marchant,
who sometimes sends a few of her warm baked scones to us up
the hill—sharing her enviable baking talents (and ealories) with
us. Or when Darian across the street went out of her way to call
me while I was on holiday in San Francisco to tell me there was an
unknown shirtless man sitting in my driveway and did he belong
there? (yes, he did, he was my eccentric college professor who was
housesitting and apparently liked to sit in my driveway shirtless to
read). Or Neighbor Paul, as I call him, who brought me beauti-
ful pictures of Carlisle wearing cat ears at his daughter’s birth-
day party. Or Jane who is always leaving little things at our front
door—her extra bags of potting soil or stacks of drawing paper
for the kids. And Julie Willis giving my son all of her boys’ old
Star Wars toys when they'd outgrown them. Small gestures, but
they make a HUGE difference—no one had to do these things,
but they did anyway. Kindness.

Once 1 started thinking about it, I saw kindness over and over,
particularly on Laurel Lane.

Seo, I'm still not happy about The Evil Ones, but maybe I don't
feel so voladle and adrenaline-amped about them, And maybe, if
I pause, | have to admit that they might not REALLY be so evil

deep down. I'll need a new name for them,

TRIVIA QUESTION:
by Dick Holland

Which UT President lived in the compound at 34th and
Guadalupe, now owned by Nancy and Rick Iverson?

Email your answers to nunanews(glgmail com.

Midtown

Ishmael Law Firm, PC
an attorney fee office of Independence Title

-

Why select a title company across
town, when you could be closing
with one in your neighborhood?

Douglas Plummer
Managing Director
-Midtown Title

35th St resident
and NUNA Member

512.459.1110

3009 North Lamar Blvd.
Austin, Texas 78705

www.MidtownTitle.com
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